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I would like to take this time to welcome you and your child to the third grade.  I believe it is very important to keep the lines of communication open between home and school.  If you ever have any comments, questions or concerns about the happenings at school please do not hesitate to contact me.  You may call my voice-mail at school any day at any time, 997-3150 and or you may email me.

Classroom Environment

My classroom is based upon a positive atmosphere where I try to make learning meaningful and fun while challenging children to be responsible decision-makers.  I have three rules in my room; we need to be safe, respectful and responsible. This may seem a little vague but we discuss this in quite length throughout the year.  This is much easier for children to remember than a list of several redundant rules. I treat each child as an individual and with respect and expect the same from my students. 

About Me

My husband and I live in Coopersville with our daughter, Sally and son, Bryan.  I have earned both my Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Western Michigan University.  However, I continue to take courses, as I am a strong believer that learning is a life long process.  I have taught in the first grade for eight years.  This will be my tenth year in third grade.  I love teaching 3rd graders!  I am always impressed with their independence and achievements.  

*Listed below are a few helpful hints and important facts about the upcoming school year. Please keep this note in a handy place to refer to this year.

SUPPLIES:

Children are furnished with some supplies at school. A suggested list was sent with your child’s placement.  Please let me know if you did not receive one. 

  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT ALL OF YOUR CHILD’S BELONGINGS ARE LABLED WITH HIS/HER NAME.

BACKPACK: Your child will need a bag to carry books and papers back and forth to school.  Please do not purchase a backpack with wheels, as those do not fit in the lockers.

SNACKS: We will have a snack break in the morning.  Please be sure to send a healthy snack with your child every day.  (No candy, please.) The children do not eat lunch until 12:30, which makes for a very long morning.  Also, I do allow the children to have water bottles.  This is especially important for the warm months.

BIRTHDAYS: Children may bring a treat on their birthday.  There are 26 children in the class.  If you are planning a party and are inviting only a few children, please try to do so discreetly.  (I can help with that if necessary.)
ILLNESS: Please notify the 3-5 office (997-3100) if your child will not be in school, and send a note upon his/her return.  Also, remember to report any communicable diseases to the office: chicken pox, head lice, Fifth’s disease etc…

ALLERGIES: Please let me know of any allergies or medical conditions in writing that your child may have, as soon as possible.

LUNCH: Hot lunch is $1.80/per day.  This price includes milk.  Milk is .40 a day if purchased separately.  It is helpful if children bring their money on the first day of the week or you may write a check, which will be entered into your child’s account. Breakfast is available daily for $1.05. Children are allowed to purchase two entrees a day.  They call this “doubles.”  Please let me know if you do not want your child to do this.  Kids figure this out and the lunchroom does not stop them from doing so unless the parents have said no to this.  It is not fun to get an unexpected lunch bill! (
CHANGE IN ROUTINE: If your child is going home a different way than s/he usually does, please send a note indicating the change.  

NOTES: I will always send home a parent note on Mondays.  We check our “mailboxes” every Monday and Friday. However, you should check your son/daughter’s bag every night for papers.  Watch for the folder marked “Home/School.”  

BLOG

I will post my weekly parent letter on my blog for easy reference. (Located on the school website.) If you need to contact me, please use my email address as I do not check my blog daily.
GRADES: Students in third grade receive letter grades for the first time in the areas of reading, math, and spelling.  They still receive checks or credit in all other areas. (See grading scale below.)

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS: The reading, spelling, writing and grammar are all integrated.  Children will receive a spelling list each week.  A pre-test will be given on Mondays and a test on Fridays.  Other tests are given at the end of themes. Challenge lists are offered to those scoring a 100% on the pre-tests.

MATH: In third grade some of the main concepts we will be studying include reviewing addition and subtraction facts, graphing, place value & geometry.  Later we will move into multiplication.  All facts 0-10’s must be learned in the 3rd grade.  We will introduce division at the end of the year. We have a new math program this year called, Math Expressions.  
SCIENCE & SOCIAL STUDIES: In third grade, students switch classes for some classes.  The third grade teachers decided it would benefit students most if each of us took a unit, became and expert on it, and taught it to each other’s third graders.  Therefore, your child will move to another class for 45 minutes a day 4 times a week. Each classroom will be teaching a different unit.  Students will begin in their own rooms learning one unit their teacher is responsible for teaching. After a six-week period, your child will go to another classroom.  More information on this to follow in the weekly parent notes.

ENGLISH/GRAMMAR: We will learn about what makes a sentence along with nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, etc.  We will also have writing projects, such as writing a friendly letter, realistic fiction, personal narratives, poems and other fun projects. Coopersville has adopted a writing program called 6+1 Traits.  I will help to share the concepts of this program throughout the year.

HOMEWORK:  Students should receive enough time in class to complete class assignments.  However, if your child does not complete the work assigned during class and in a quality form, s/he will need to finish or re-do it at home and return it to school the next day. Your child will have spelling words to study, math facts to memorize, and should spend at least 15-20 minutes a night reading. Weekly homework will be given and noted in the weekly parent note.  (Every Monday)

SCHOOL HOURS: The school day will begin at 8:41 and end at 3:37.  Students arriving past 8:45 will be marked tardy.  Should you need to pick your child up before this time, you are asked to stop in the office to sign your child out and receive a parent pass.

BOOK ORDERS: Each month I will send home a book order.  These books are at an appropriate reading level for your child and at a great price.  If you choose to order, please send a check made out to Scholastic or cash and then I will write a check.

GRADING SCALE:                         SPECIAL CLASSES:

96-100%  A

73-76%   C             MONDAY……..SPANISH & LIBRARY
90-95%    A-

70-72%   C-            TUESDAY… GYM
87-89%    B+

67-69%  D+            WEDNESDAY…..MUSIC

83-86%    B

63-66%  D              THURSDAY…....ART
80-82%    B-

60-62%  D-             FRIDAY…….... COMPUTERS
77-79%    C+

59%       F           

I look forward to getting to know your family and working with you this year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with your questions or concerns.  Thanks for your time and attention.  (This is the longest letter I will ever send home, I promise!)

Sincerely,
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