







September 2, 2009

Dear Third Grade Parents and Students,

Welcome to Multi-Age!  We are thrilled to have you join this wonderful program and look forward to a great year.  In this note I hope to prepare you for our procedures and give you valuable information for the entire year.  I believe that a good connection between home and school is essential for your child’s success.  Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or questions you may have.  I will also place this note on our classroom blog for future reference.

CURRICULUM

As a third grade student, you will be studying the following:

            The four Science units are

1. Organisms have character
2. Change in Motion
3. Light and Sound
4. Earth and Me
Mrs. Levandoski will be teaching all four units.  

Our focus in Social Studies this year will be Michigan.  We will be exploring the social studies disciplines of history, geography, civics and government, and economics.  I will be teaching Social Studies to all third graders.
The teaching of Math will be done by Mrs. TePastte.  This year third graders will be extending there regrouping skills with addition and subtraction. They will also be venturing into the world of multiplication and division.
Spelling lists will be coming home each Friday.  I will pretest these words on Friday and provide enrichment lists to those who get zero or one wrong.  They will then work with that list for the remainder of the week.  Those studying these enrichment lists will receive 5 extra percentage points for taking on this challenge.  Final tests will be on Fridays.  Challenge words can only help, not hurt your child’s score.  

Each week, in Reading, we will be take part in whole group as well as guided and independent reading.    Grammar skills will be incorporated into the reading and writing that we do each week.  Each week, your student will need to read the assigned Home Connection Book and complete the Comprehension Check at the end of each book for homework, which will be due every Friday.  Each 3rd grader is also required to read 50 minutes weekly.  A reading log will come home each Friday for each student to record their reading minutes.  This log is due the Friday of the following week, just like last year!  The reading minutes may be done in any increments as long as the total is 50 minutes for the week.  Of course, your Home Connection Book can count for some of these minutes. 
In addition, each month, beginning in October, each student will be required to read a book at their Lexile level.  The kids will be taking the Lexile inventory in September to determine their current level.  Then in October, and each month for the rest of the school year, your child will need to choose a book at this level.  A Reading Counts quiz will be taken at the conclusion of each book to check for understanding.  A student will be given two chances to pass this quiz if needed.

 Writing in my classroom is taught using a workshop format.  We will be spending lots of writing time building up topics in our writing notebooks and then choosing our favorites to develop into longer pieces of writing.   All students will write personal narrative, fiction, and poetry pieces this year, in addition to smaller free writes. 
READING COUNTS

Reading Counts is a computer program that includes quizzes for thousands of books.  Each year, every student at East participates in the Reading Counts incentive.  As each child reads a book, they will take a quiz to earn points.  As these points pile up, prizes are given for point clubs.  While the points levels are a little different this year, the prizes are just as exciting!

CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

In order for learning to take place in our classroom, common expectations must be embraced.  They are really very simple!  

Expectations are:

1. Feel free to do anything that does not cause a problem for anyone else.

2. If someone causes a problem, I will ask him/her to fix it.

3. If they cannot or will not fix it, I will do something.

4. What I do will depend on the unique situation.

BRONCO BUCKS!

In Multi-Age this year, Mrs. Levandoski, Mrs. TePastte, and I will be using an incentive/classroom economy type program to help encourage responsibility, preparedness, academic success, and the use of our character traits.  Each child will be “given” Bronco Bucks for success in these areas.  Bronco Bucks will be “taken away” when there is a problem in one of these areas.  Bronco Bucks may be spent on a number of things regularly, or may be saved for larger rewards at a later time.  Actual Bronco Bucks will not change hands, but will be recorded in ledger format in their binders. 

HOMEWORK/GRADING

At the third grade level most students should have a minimal amount of homework per night (20-40 minutes.)  Students should have adequate time to complete assignments during the school day.  If for some reason they do not, it is to be completed at home that night. All assignments, unless otherwise stated, are due the next morning when the students walk in the door.  If a student is absent they will be given one day for every day missed to complete assignments.

A goal of third grade is to help students to become responsible for completing and turning in assignments.  This will be an important life skill for students to be successful in whatever they choose to do with their lives.  Being prepared for class by having assignments completed and turned in each day is a crucial life skill.  Please contact me if you feel your child needs extra help in meeting this goal.

If your child has finished all daily assignments at school, they should do the following as homework:

1. Study spelling words.

2. Study multiplication and division facts.

3. Read a book or listen to you read aloud.

4. Do extra credit work.

Any assignment (excluding tests or quizzes) that has been returned to your child with a low score may be corrected and turned back in for full credit!!!  Please encourage your child to do this if necessary!  If your child does do poorly on a test, re-teaching will take place and the test will be given again.   

OUR BLOG!!

For those of you with internet access, Mrs. Levandoski, Mrs. TePastte, and I have worked on a blog to help keep you informed of current news and assignments.  If you have a question regarding assignments given by any of us, you may check here for up to date information.  Visit us at http://blog.oaisd.org/multiage.  Click on the grade level homework tabs for current assignments.

BINDERS

In order to keep all assignments in one place, I am asking that each student purchase a binder.   We will organize these together so that each subject will have one area.  They will also have a mail and homework folder. Binders and Assignment Books should come home every night.  Specific papers we are currently using or ones I feel are important for each subject will be placed behind the correct subject tab – I will tell the students as a class which papers these are. Please leave all papers in the subject slots until the entire class cleans out their papers and they are placed in the mail folder to be taken out. Also, please occasionally check your child’s binder for organization and severely outdated papers.

BOOK ORDERS

Having access to books is one of the most important factors in reading success.  Children who read books for pleasure outside of school will benefit greatly in many areas.  Reading helps to improve vocabulary skills, make connections with the real world, and it helps students to develop a lifelong love for books, reading, and learning.  I will send home book orders regularly.  If you choose to order, (strictly optional), please return the completed order form with a check made out to the book club itself, not to the school or to me.  You also have the option to order your choices online. The books usually take a couple of weeks to arrive.

I have sent home our first book order through your child’s mailbox.  This September order will be due Friday, September 18th.   Thank you in advance for your orders.  Prices tend to be reasonable and the orders enable me to increase our classroom library. 

MEAP TESTING

MEAP testing will again be early in the year.  The tests will be given beginning the first week of October.  Third graders are tested in reading and math.
SNACKS

Students will have the opportunity to enjoy a healthy snack in the morning.  Water bottles are also permitted, but please send those with the push down tops on them.  Candy and other beverages will not be allowed.  Thank you for your support!  

Sincerely,

Mrs. Theresa Heethuis



Please sign and return.  Thank you!

My child and I have read and discussed Mrs. Heethuis’ information letter.

____________________________
______________________________

Student’s signature



Parent’s signature

