Early Childhood

Developmental Delay (ECDD) 
Parent Handbook

Teachers: 

 Melissa Byrd

997-3654




mbyrd@coopersville.k12.mi.us 





Jessica Madsen
997-3655




jmadsen@coopersville.k12.mi.us
Class hours:

AM class: 8:40-11:22




PM class: 12:53-3:35
What is the ECDD program?

The ECDD program is a language based program that is provided for children (ages 3-6) who have a significant delay in one or more developmental areas. These areas include speech and language, cognitive (thinking) skills, large and fine motor skills, and social emotional skills. It is our goal to provide the most enriching educational experiences to foster growth in all of these areas. ECDD is an intensive preschool program offers small class sizes (up to 12 students w/ 2 adults) and classes five half-days per week. The program has formerly been referred to as PPI (Pre-Primary Impaired) or ECSE (Early Childhood Special Education). 
What the parent’s role in the program?

In order for your child to make significant growth in the area of their delay, it is vital for you as a parent to be involved. Through education about your child’s delay, we will ask you that you work with your child at home on the skills we are learning at school. We will be offering parent meetings, workshops, and materials to give you more ideas and information.

How can I help out as a parent?

1. By having consistent communication with teachers and staff about your child’s growth, changes or concerns that may arise.

2. By sending your child to school prepared (having a good nights sleep, eating a good breakfast, bringing a backpack, dressing appropriately, etc.)

2. By participating at school in our parent meetings/workshops. You will be able to see what techniques we use at school and how to apply them at home.

3. Become a motor-mania volunteer. These helpers work with individual students one at a time to develop large motor skills. Volunteers are needed one day each week for an hour to an hour and a half. 
4. Volunteer during special events such as field trips and classroom parties.

5. Attend parent-teacher conferences. These important meetings take place twice each year (Nov. & Feb.).
6. Volunteer to bring in needed items to the classroom (tissues, play dough, hand sanitizer, etc.)
7. Encourage your child to put on his/her own shoes and coat and carry his/her own backpack. This helps create independence in the classroom.

ECDD program staff

We have a great ECDD team who your child may talk about.
Melissa Byrd & Jessica Madsen- ECDD classroom teachers.
Lynn Quist- full time paraprofessional working with Mrs. Byrd's class. 
Alison Briggs- full time paraprofessional working with Miss Madsen. 
Katherin Smoes- Speech and Language Pathologist working with Ms. Madsen’s students. 
Kristine Akers- Speech and Language Pathologist working with Mrs. Byrd’s students. 
Linda Stone- Our Physical Therapist who  works on gross motor skills such as walking, kicking, throwing, etc.

Kathy Orlebecke- Our Occupational Therapist who works on fine motor skills such as grasping, cutting, lacing, etc.

Gloria Anderson- Our School Social Worker who teaches social skills by using fun games and activities.

Marta Malviya- Our School Psychologist who leads a social skills group and does standardized testing with some students.

Michelle Woods- Our teacher consultant who offers ideas to teachers. She specializes in Autism Spectrum Disorders.

Rich Salo- Principal of East and West Elementary Schools.

Marie Degroot- Assistant Principal of East and West Elementary.

Barb Throop- West Early Childhood Center office secretary.

Important Information

Where are you located?

West Early Childhood Center
Miss Madsen- room 40
Mrs. Byrd- room 39
Phone numbers-

West Elem. Office- 997-3600

Bus Garage- 997-3299

Ms. Madsen- 997-3655
Mrs. Byrd- 997-3654

Who do I call if my child will be absent?

Please call the bus garage if your student does not need to be picked up and call the West Elementary office to excuse the absence.

What if there is a 2 hour delay?

The AM class does not have school that day. The PM group will meet as usual.

What do I need to send to school?

1. Backpack- large enough to fit their folder. Please opt for a regular size rather than toddler backpack.
2. Change of clothes- shirt, pants, underwear, and socks in a bag, labeled with your child’s name.

3. Diapers of pull-ups if needed. Please also send a box of wipes if your child is in diapers. We will send a note home when your child needs more.
4. Their notebook with feedback on their parent communication sheet (return daily)

5. On Fridays, send a favorite toy, picture or other item for show and share. (keep toys at home Mon.-Thurs.)
6. Appropriate footwear- Please send your child with Velcro or slip on shoes/sandals unless he/she knows how to tie.
7. Appropriate clothing for the weather- Please send boots, coat, hat, and mittens in the winter as we go out side frequently.

Communication Notebook

Your child will be provided with a folder. The purpose of this folder is to increase communication between school and home.  This also helps to increase your child’s language by us asking questions about things they did at home and you asking questions about what they did at school. A new sheet will be filled out at school each day, telling you what activities your child participated in and other information about his/her day. There is an area on the sheet for you to fill out and return the next day. Please make notes about one or more of the items requested in the parent area of the sheet. This helps us talk to your child about what he/she knows best… home! Other papers will also come home in this notebook. Please clean out your child’s notebook weekly and only use it for school papers.

Home visits
Teachers often set up home visits in order to see children in their natural environments and share ideas with parents about how to work on certain skills at home. These visits are encouraged, but not required. We try to do at least one home visit with each family near the time when the student starts in the program. Other visits may possibly be set up at teacher or parent request. Teachers always bring along either a paraprofessional or speech therapist for these visits. Fun learning materials are also usually provided for the family to keep. Students usually love having their teachers visit and talk about it for years after the visit.

Snack

In order to provide a snack each day, we collect $5 from each student for each marking period (or $20 for the whole school year). Teachers will purchase the snacks with this money. Please contact us about any food allergies or other snack related concerns. Snack time is also an important time to build language with a lot of motivation.
Allergy Information

If your child has allergies to common foods (wheat, milk, eggs, etc.), you will be asked to send snacks for your child instead of sending money. You will also be asked to provide food for your child during other special activities (field trips, etc.)

Birthdays

Feel free to send a special treat for your child’s birthday! Homemade or store-bought treats are acceptable.
Bus Rules

You are required to walk your child to the door of the bus and be there to take them off each day. The bus driver will not drop off your student unless he/she sees you there. The bus has special car seats for each child. There is no food/drink allowed on the bus.

What if I need daycare?

You can contact the CAPS Community Services Building about daycare at 997-3600.

General Daily Schedule

AM- 8:40-11:22

PM- 12:53-3:35
Arrival

Table work

Circle time
group work

snack time

book time

centers/free choice

story time

playground (weather permitting) 
Dismissal

What is my child learning?

The activities your child does at school are specifically created to target skills your child needs for developmental growth. Through our classroom themes, they learn about language, math, and science while also fostering creativity, imagination, social skills and independence.

Circle time: We meet as a whole class for activities involving language, math, science, speech, and fine and gross motor skills related to our themes. We sing songs, do calendar, ask questions, and have discussions.

Centers/Free choice: Specific activities are set up related to the weekly theme. Children are allowed to choose what they want to do each day by choosing a colored clip that goes with that center. These areas include sensory/sand table, reading center, pretend play, block area, writing center, computer center, listening center, and art center.

Motor skills: We have gym time once or twice per week and also incorporate gross motor skills into other daily activities. Children can practice gross motor skills such as jumping, riding a bike, hopping, skipping, balancing, and throwing and using equipment such as balls, bean bags, tricycles, scooters, and mats. These activities are sometimes combined with music and singing to make it more fun! We work on fine motor skills daily using materials such as play dough, scissors, writing utensils, peg boards, puzzles, etc.  
Speech: Speech therapists are in the classroom 2 or more times each week. They lead whole class activities including songs, stories, oral motor activities and more. They also work with students in small groups or one-on-one in the classroom. Speech therapists work on goals including understanding language, using words/sentences, answering questions, oral motor, articulation (sounds) and other areas of language. Classroom teachers also include speech and language into almost every activity.
Motor Mania: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! This is a great gross motor program run by parent volunteers. Each child has a turn to try tumbling, balancing, throwing, and other activities while learning their numbers and ABC’s. The kids love it. If you have about an hour a week to volunteer, let us know! 

Show and Share: We do show and share every Friday. During weeks when we don’t have school on Fridays, we will have show and share on Thursday instead. Children are asked to bring in something (a toy, picture or other item) to show their friends and also talk about it. We ask questions such as, “What is it?” “Where did you get it?” “What do you do with it?” This is another way to encourage language. It helps if you write us a little note in your child’s notebook about what they brought so that we can help your child talk about their item. Please remember to leave toys at home on days other than show and share day. 
Parent education: Parents are a child’s first teacher. We will provide you with information in order to increase learning at home. You are welcome to visit our classroom and see what your child learns and how he/she learns best in the classroom. You will see how the teachers work on promoting speech and language skills. We will also be informing you about parent meetings, workshops, and home visits that will be offered.

